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WOT! NO SEXTON BLAKE 
ANNUAL? Who said there 
ien • t going to be a Sext on 
Blake .Annual this yuar? 
Don't you believe it! Per
haps not in the style of 
those attract ive volumes 
which appeared beforo tlll 
war - and for the life of 
ua we cannot eee why there 
should not be a groat con,.. 
c,ercial success in this 
dey and age, though that ie 
beside the point. 

But every year, a 
sec ti on of Collectors• 
Digest Annual is devoted to 

Sexton Blake , under -the capable manageamt of th> Sexton Blake Ci=le. 
Thie year, the eecti on ie something quite excepti onal, thanks to the 
hard work and devotion of Leonard Packman and hie bend of entrusiastic 
writers . !twill, in fact, be a Sexton Blake Annual all on its own, 
packed from its first thrilling P689 to its last, with articles on 
tho modem Blake, fascina ting delving into Blake ' e incomparabl e 
hist ory, statistical items, end ew n a delightful story i ntrod ucing 
Tinker and Paula, We won't spoil it for you by telling you any more. 
But Blake lovers have a treat in store. We can promise you that . 
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OUR ANmJA11 We hD.w a warm tingl ing in our hearts whic h telle us . 
that you are going to be del i8htad vi th COLIEC'l'ORS' DIGEST ANNUAL for 
1960. It ww, ooid of old t hD.t it is impossible tc pl ew,e everybody, 
and that only an 688 would tr y, If so, we at the Di8eat off!oe must 
be w,sea - far ve mvu tried tc please owrybody - to include such a 
variety of materinl that there just !',[)ST be something to suit every 
t!lBte, The bill of fare includ es artic l es, stories , wrse, stat' ~ics -
sont iment, S!lti.re , ewu sensationo-pictures, new md old . lie turn 
the apotli8ht on llomil toniw,a, Nel3on lee, the Hender son Publications, 
the Champion Group, Comic Papers, aoo., of course , Sextcn Blake , modern 
ond historical. 

Just c!lBt an eye over the 11:•t, in alphabetical order, of the 
contribu tors tc the 1960 ANNUAL:- .Dere k ADIEY, Gerol d ALLISON, llnn;' 
BROSTER, Erni e CARTER, C. H, CfulWIAN, Victar COLBY, Er ic FAYNE, Reuben 
GODSAVE, Frank IW«:CCK, Tom HOPPER'ION, Peter HA.:::ER, W. O. G, LOF'l'S, 
Ott o MAURER, Michael KXl!COCK, Arthur MOYSE, Ieoll!lrd PACKMAN, Bette 
PATE, Ie s lie ROW!EY, Georee SELLARS, F. Addillg'ton SY!!Oll!E, Martin 
THOMAS I Walter WEBB, Donald WEBS'IER, Robert WHI'IER, 

If that gitlnt list doesn 't mlie yrur mouth water, then nothiDs 
wi ll , 

A finol vo:rd of warning , We can GUARANTEE a copy of the A.'INUAL 
to those vbo o:rder by November 15th , We connot :ll'"int Yu\NY ertra 
copiea to meet the poesible demands of those vho delay after that daia. 
Don't be disappointed by failing to secure a copy of TIE GREATEST 
ANNUAL Ill TIE w:JRLD. 

OUR CHR:ts™AS NUMIER. Next ,wnth , De ember, we shall bring you the 
Christa:es Number of COL!ECTORS1 DIGEST. It will oontain ,mny special 
items with a yuletide flbvour, incluliDs a feature ent itled CHRIST
MASES at WHARTON LOOOE, The cover, too, is somethiDs which , ve think, 
is sure to give you all the Morry Chris t ms feeli~ - plus a nostalgic 
si8h , 

GREAT NEW SERIES. In Jenuary, a grea t nev photcgrsphic ser ies will 
commence in COLIECTORS I DIGEST. Entitled "H& THEY !EGAN". the mv 
aeries will preeent every ,wnth the covers of tlll FIRST lSSlES, the 
!lumber Ones, of mny of your favourite JBpers of the halcyon days, 

THE EDITOR 

• * * * * 
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IBlS MONTH'S COVER 

Ol)ly the beet is 00?1Sidered good eno1J8h for tt e cover picture of 
COL!ECTORS' DIGEST. For this reason we congratulate a young artist who 
has reached our covvr this month. lie is a KEITH GO'OOAVE, who, at 15!
years of aee, is almost certainly the youngest artist ever to have "made" 
the Digoest cover pige. 

We 1nvi ted Keith• s UNC!E REUBEll to coD111<nt on "Nipper• s Magazine" 
which ie the subject of our picture. Her,, is what Reuben seys: -

' Nlppu • s Magazine was a lively 8 paged suppl ement Incorporated. tn 
the Nelson Lee Library when the price was Increas ed t o 2d: In 1921. 

Various article s were contributed by oembcrs o r tbe Remove, tnelucl.tng 
'The Probl em or Traekett Crttl1' by Edward Oswald Haodtorth, \111.lc h ..as a 
ratrl.Y regular t eature . One page was devoted t o School boy P.owlers , soce 
or 'Which were extremety tunny. 

A. b.lwrous seri es called 1 Ptck•s Bad~ accounted tor aboUt two 
pages , 

It was due t o the skill or the well -knoN'l arti s t E. E. Srl :'lcoe that 
a living p ic ture or St, Fronk.ts Coll ege N3S r<!produced. on t he cover- pAges 
or Ntpper• s Mag,l7, lne, Hts sketches were real l.y' brlllt mt, Md later In 
1922 his sketches or •aur Public Schools.• were printed at the back or the 
!iel son l.ce. 

Nlpp&rts Hagaztn e MU gradual lY reduced In s tz c, ard f!n al l.y f aeled 
away.• 

* * * * * * * * * 
VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

By Ray Hopkins 

A voyaee of discover y sounds exci ting, and not a little ro !lllllltic. 
My o,m voyage, in fact , only carried me to the l ocal libr ary , but I am 
sure tha t n,y discoverie s brought me just as much pleasure as if I had 
been ,J>eking for tre as ure in colourful, tropic lBnds. 

In BOOKS AND BOOKMm, I cane across en article entitled "Tm 
Modern Stoty" by E. W. Hildic k, tm aut hor of the "Jim Sta r ling" 
series. The writer tells ha,, he tackle s the specia l difficulties of 
writing storie s set in u,odern day sch ools - difficu lt ies which are 
not present in the traditi onal boordi~ school story. Here are thre e 
quotes from the terl : -

1. •Jn the oonastl c remoteness or sor.e morland Greytrtors, Isn't It 
on].y too possibl e ror a ni.naway convict to pose as the new sportr 
l!flSter, 'l'boc he hol ds coptl ve In a cave tn a deserted quarry?• 

2. •t had no wtsh t.o cre ate a new type or school story, to tum the 
Cl:llm or the Remove Into the Mates or 38, as It were.• 
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}. •one wcndcrs how long It "111 be before some UX>dcrn Frank Richards 

eoaes alone am OOglns to exploit It. ( 1 1,. being ~ •ca tal)'pttc 
'fltalltY of t he secon:larJ IOOdem school backg.row)d.1 

In the 881119 1111€U:lne the re :is another article entitled READING 
AS A HABIT, Hero are som excerpt s f rom it:-

1. •One th l re that does strUte ~ after e~ tnl ng th= bOokstalls tor their 
curNnt Juven il e publlcatt ons , Is how 'Tery lucky we were "1o were bcsTl 
before the rtrst World Wa-.• Tbe flr'tter, Austin Lee, then ioes oo to 
CICfltlon CHIPS, CCtlIC CUTS. tElRT & BRIGHT, LOT 0 1 f'UN, THE Jra'!D; 611d 
R.AIHBOl. 

2. • ru::1 I alwar.i; l ilted best or the tflO as there YCS a ta int tc.proTtng 
streak tn the JU.INBCM to M'lleh I was allorg tc . just es l ms to the 
uplif t of the 80T'B CH{ PAPER. Froci the yery rl rst J prderTed THE 
CAPTAIN, a r:ogn1ttcent paper, and CH1.t6.• 

3. • t groouated QUlckJ.Y to the MAGNET, GEl1 Md f'fl&-Y POPlt..AR, ond n 
weeklY ~ e n.'D! I forge t 'llfllch spec ialised In ho· ""'Or'. [t had 
,iondcr!ul end cacnhre tllustra.ttons or w &t&ar All on Poe type on 
th o cover I Nmeii>er as blue." 

4. •Cost i ng threepence Neri! the BOY18 FRIEND LI BRARY, the BElTON' 6UJiE 
LIBRARY, and U\e ?n.SO:-f LEE LIBRARY. Hy t :svo\ll'l te st.or tes " ere t hose 
tlbout rerrers Lord, the Ono.ssls ct t he per iod, nrd his chum "1th 
whOO ho tr avelled round the world In h is l uiury 12cht ( sotilCtlc:ies a 
dirigible) . They lncltxJ l'd M Eskt m callt>d C:..'11 WCJta M10 hOd a pre
dil ec ti on tor cm cucs as a i;wcet~a t.• 

The author then goes on to discuse ttle hard cover books !>! read 
as a child, lie believes the great thit8 is to develop the habit of 
reading in children , 8Dd eeya that "comics and children ' s p,.pers SDd 
blood-and-thume rs never did us any mrm, and , in feet, were a necesslll'Y 
first stepping-stone , " 

A l et te r from hospi t al 

Dear Friends , 

* * * * * * * * * 
ODDS & ENI'6 

by Gerry Allison 

A week ago, on October 1st, I bad an a tteck of coronary throm
bosis , but eo fer have l ucki Jy managed to survive. I have now been in 
hospital one week and i t will be • few ""9ks before I eet hol!ll again , 

Tl:e Editor has kiD!ly permitt ed 111> spaoe to inform 71!/I friends of 
this occurrence . 

Firstly , I would likB to thank all those vho have already vri tten 
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to me wishing .., well . AB I cannot write letters, perhaps they will 
accept this graceful acknowledgement . 

Also I wish to a pologise to the pcstal IIIB!Ilbere o! the Northern 
Section for on inevitable deley in their next pecketa of Mognets, Lees 
ar Gem. 

I am hoping to be hollB perhaps by tl'e end of October, aDi then 
with the help of my wife, who like all OBBC wives is a Gem and a 
l<larvel, will clear off the arrears as quickly ae possible. 

My greatest regret ie in having to 'lliBs the London meeting on 
Sundey next, October 16t h, for which rooms for my wife, sister and 
iayself had . been booked months ago, I shal l, alllS, also be absen t 
from tm Northern Section for tonigh t's meeting and probably tlw next. 

~ 
Tm October C.D. srrived yosterdey. I haw looked forward to 

its arrival with engerness for years, but never with such impatience 
as this week. I can o.llllost sey it has saved my life. 

I lAy holdi~ it in my hru>:i for over Ill! hour before I opened 
the first Jl'l89. 

Bob Whiter•s delightful cover ente rtained me, !low is this,Bob, 
for four other occupntions pursued by Northern l'enbers? 

Breeze Bantley 
John Jarman 
Elsie Pola, r 
Bill llarri scn 

Science Master 
Bookie 

TuckBhop Proprietor 
Chiropodist! l ~ t t 

Shades of Rooblood 
Shndes of Joey BllnkB 
Shades of l".rs . Nimble 

I guess }<)U could llllke an ••:msing cover of those. 

With best wis hes to everybody . 

* * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CE:T WEIL, SOON 

We regre t to learn that Gerry Alllson, poputnr contributor to the Olgest and 
pl"'Omlncnt otrtclal. or our Northern Club, ls 1n hospl tr1l ot Otl ey , and that l'trs. Beryl 
Porter, or the t1tdland Club, ts In hospital tn St ottordshlre. We wlsh both our old 
trl cnds a wry speedY recov ery. Ceotfrey Wilde of the Northern Club ts auft erlng fr«1 
a broken an:i . sust a ined 1n a motor-sc ooter acc ident . We hope trot he wlll surrer a 
mtnt rtllll of dlscomtor t, and soon be t1ght1ng rl t agotn. 

YE OLDE CYNIQlE INN 

The old belt en ovcmh!ng , the ol<tile-aged suspect 
ever,ri.htng, md the Yount know en r,thtng . 
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71Zefson Lee Cofumn 

(Conduct\,d by JACK wooo, 328 §tockton UJ.ne1 York.) 

I "" that 11 new play in Loznon hlls been writ ten by Ricbnrd 
Hamil ton! As Nel son lee wrote sovero.1 pantomimes and shows in the deys 
of the old Sussex Theatre, it seems only right thnt Nipper ahould follow 
in his footeteps! 

B11ck thiB month to the eecozn inst11lmm t of the lll te Her bert 
Leckenby' s chllpters from his Streets of Memory, llB tol d in his own in
imi t,,ble sty le to Len PllCl<:m'.ln. 

TIE CAREER CF !IEISlN IEE 

(Being Ch!lptor 13 of IIEMORIES OF OLD BOYS I PAFERS written by tl:e l 11te 
HERBER'!' IECKENBY in 1943. The first instlllmmt 11p peared in the 
September :l.esue of Collectors• D~st.) 

I am not quite sure vby I wllB off school in trot month of June for 
too summer holidnys were sooe distnnce 11wey, hut I hove a faint idea 
that one of my ;younger brothers waa lllid up wit h mellSles. If ttiat YllS 

the ocCllSion, I knoll I gave him 11 k1txlly thol.ght fer not vnitiqr until 
the holidoyn were duo, for I bad not ttle sliehtest objection to being 
told to keep nvey from schoo l for a fortnight. Ammy, whether or not 
that YllS the rellBon, l 'mow that after n fov dnys nt home I ve.s picked 

off to too film of llil Uncle doll!l in South Yorkshire. I CllDDOt s11y Ulnt 
a eountry life e1'8r appealed to me a gre at delll, but a t least I hlld the 
ohllneo to go to n ccuntry town j1.11t over ttie Notti~ncshire border. I 
took the opporw.nity eagerly . In llddition to my Uncle there journeyed 
i n the dog-cart , or trop , or vhatover thewhicle YllB, a boy oousin and -
worse luck - 11.'lother Uncle , one I cane to lo ok upon llB wicked CID Urx:l e 
llB ever 11ppenred in tb> Bnbes in b Woai. He vos my father's ;youngest 
brother, llzn could not ln1'8 been 1'8ry old nt thllt time, but his TiffB 
were very, very old-fnshionad , even for thoee dl\)'B, 11s I shllll ahortlY 
re l ate . 

On e.rrivnl nt tm 11Brbt town my oouain nnd I were amt off to 
wander roum, wilst ttle two uncl es 11Bde their vey to tlll mrlalt to 111111 
co:m, or 11Bybe buy sheep or p188, I hod threepenc e or oo in my pocket , 
t he remim of the shi ll ing I m d been gim, ll8 n ver y special occllSi on 
llhen I left hom, I was ia (l.lest of somethirg, too, but 1 t hod no re
ln tion to farm :iroduce. We 0811111 to n neV8889nt • s shop in the Jli8h 
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Stree t , I }Z'essed my noee to the window fare, and fi xed 'fl!/I eyes on the 
display within , There before me vas No, 1 of the penny BOYS' FRlEND, 
an event I !:ad been eagerly anticip,ting , vith tha t exciting railway 
embo.nlmen t scene fl-om "Birds of Prey" on the front pege, In I vent 
and purcha sed it, also with snother copper a TRUE BlllE with its vivid 
coloured cover, !~ cousin, eyeing them llhen I csme out, scoffed, 
"Pooh, penny •orribles," His hobby, I think , was white mice or ra bbits 

Wmn we returned to our horse-drawn conveyance I pushed fll£I paper 
well up beneath 111:t waistcoat , out of the vey, We set off on our six 
mile homeward journey, but , alas, horses did not trot as quickly as 
motor cars DOii run, After a while I grew il:rpatie nt. Th& unc l es• backs 
were to me, my hoet holding the reinA, tl11 "wicked" one along s ide , 
bolt upright , am nt l eftwards tx, me, Chaooing it, I drew forth my 
pur chases and s tarted to scrutin ise the BCYS I FRIEND egsin, Then, as 
I tried to turn the pego, the bree•e caught it am fluttered tho sheets 
TlD uool e on the left happened to look rourrl, fi xed his eyes on t he 
green p,,gos - and me - and thon said: "What have you got there? I.ct 
m eee , " !!, leaned OTer, grnbbod the "Friend" f r om my hand and the 
TRUE BLUE fl-om r:zy knee and pr oceeded to examine them. Re fro,mcd in 
disapproval at th e gor geous cover of the I Al.dine' and pursed his lipo 
at the scone from "Birds of Prey". "Where did you get these? " he 
demnded. "Bought •em, of coo.r se ," I grunted impolitely, 

"You should have more sense than to spend your money on rub bi:lh 
111'1> this , You kOOII ...,ry well your father would not all ow you to , and 
would quickly l"t than in the fire if I» c!IU8ht you vi th them," he 
lectur:,d pompous l y . "And I'm certai nl y not going to l et yoo. have 
them back . " With tmt, he t ore them across and flung them over the 
side of the trap into the road. 

With blinking eyes and n,ge in my heart, I turned roum and 
watched the torn green p!l81lB of the "Friei,d" mingled with the vivid 
coloured c~ver of the "True Blue", blow along the country lane until 
we tu rned a comer srd they wore lost to view, )\y eye s then bore into 
my uncle I s beck, am if looks could have killod bis body would havo 
toppled ovor the side of t he trap and followed uzy papers into the 
road, And only too clop.clap of tho horses hooves dro wned whet I 
was mutterl~ about r:zy fath er • s yoo.nger brother! 

Back at the farm in th e evening , this uncle and 111:f aunt pulled 
me up in the sarden, I looked at them scowliIJ8ly. He said: "I was 
sorry I red to destroy those papers, but that ki!Xl of stu ff · can do 
young boys a l ot of mrm. St il l , I don' t want to deprive you of yoo.r 
;,ocket-momy , so I will mslle good vhat you spent on them. How much 
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vas it?" "Tuppence• I grunted. lie handed ho pennies owr , end vith a 
grud81.qr "'l'hllnlra" I ecuttled off, follOlfed by 111.Y &lint's "!low be a «ood 
boy. " I didn't 8B1f "Seti y,:,u, • for DOedlees to say 8"ngster fil.1111 vere 
unknovn then, but I thrust that twopence dovn into 1113 1.ert-lru.d tro.iser 
pockBt a,m.y from the solitary peney in tho rl.8bt. 

A rev deya le ter 1113 visit osme to an end, end I 11118 eeoortod to a 
tiey '111.lege station end settled in a train llhicb vollld carry .., bomt. 
And tho moment I reached the llBbts of 111.Y home city I made a bee-liDO 
for the neareet DOvaagente, wherein I P'JZcbaaed No. 2 ot the BOYS' 
FRIEND and, to 1113 dell.8bt, !lo. 1, the DOWSBgent still hav~ a oopy 
left. And, to pay for 'fllll purchases, I plunged my band 1ntc my left
hand trou.eers poclmt, withdrew my uoole•s twopence end planla,d ~ 
down on the counter. As, by ttie light of the shop windov, I continued 
my inapection af the first af 1be l'JllllY series I save a purr of aatis
faction. All was veil vith the vorld. Y~ r as.al? Yee, I knOlf, I 
vas just an ordioary sort or boy. 

'!bit uncle af mine became a '"1ccesstul busiDOae men, and eo,,., 
time ago he paaoad on. Arter hie death I 1fll8 infomed by bis bmkor e 
that my lllllllO vee oentioned in hie will. 'lb! till8 for any benefits 
that may accrue 1e not :i,,,t1 for my aunt, I em pleased to say, still 
livos on, but it 110uld seem ttiat li> ...., not "1Cb a "wicked uoole" 
atto r all . 

It 1e only b>cauae boyhood's little troubles can appear l.ik& 
tregediee that posseBB1on once more in 194} of that No. 1 bro~ ht 
back to """'°ry l.ik& a flaab a trap bovliLo, aloig a country lane on a 
sumnor' o day in the loig "80 · 

And DOif I think 1t 1s time I returned to Nelson lee. 
As I hare said, "Birds of Prey" was n fine etozy. It wee fu ll of 

e:rci ting incidents, from beginn~ to end. No sooner was No loon Iee 
troe tra11 one desperate situation than be was plUJl89d into mother. 
Mnnell Scott did see to it 1bat bis detectiws enrned their feea. 
SOllll or 1bat proreeslon, • hive l:esrd, so had their caaee by the aid 
ot a pipe, a dreBBiig gg,m llDd tho conrultiig-roam rtze. But not 
Nelson r-. lie f11eed death m,,ny timlls, comulted 11U1Deroue rnilvey 
tilm-tablee and tra"8lled great die tances ere he brought hie quarry to 
justice. 

118:tvell Scott, in p~ his lee stories, met al vs,ye !me bad 
a "Bradshaw" by hie aide. The faithful reeder be.,_ quite f11nilinr 
with this l<1nd of tbi.ng1 a train leaves llevceetle at 1.4 7 and arrives 
at King'• Croas at 6.58. A fr1end of mine used to check up on Mnx-

vell .. Scott•s ~ .! .. ~~~~: . o~~ - ·lx> _bOlfl_him out. _Mo8t journeye 
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of any distance were mde by train, of course , in t he early :,,,are of 
ti.. century. Iater , Scott naturally brou81>t in the motor car, am in 
some of his sto rie s , airships played a part. I cannot remomber him 
making much use of ttie aeroplane, holrever. Qua thing I have noticed 
about hie early stories is t oot ho seldom thought of le tting Nelson lee 
take advantage of a trunk call. Telephoms were fairly common in 1901, 
nnd the use of ooo on many occasione would hlive saved Nelson Lee a lot 
of trouble; but ttien, tlla t m:ight not lnve suited the story. 

A. H, Clarke illustrated that first Nels on lee serial, as he did 
many others which followed, As I have said before, I vaa a lways pleased 
to see him engaged on theee stories . lie best portrayed my ovn oonceJ)
tion of the Groys Inn Road detective. One saw a sharp-featured, oome
what lank nosed individual , vi th a thin , firm mouth, intelligent and 
alert-l ooking; in fact, j ust what om would expect an intrepid, dm1B9r
encouteri.ng slruth to look like. Other artists had differe nt ide as; of 
that I m,:q have aonething to say a little l ater. Fortumto l y , A. H. 
Clarke illustrated a good llll!ly of t he lee serials, in the BOYS1FRIEND 
at eny rote . It 1!JlJ.Y be only coincidence, but the y oppiurod to be the 
ooot oms . 

Anywey, "Birds of Prey" vas a rattli ng good story, tellil'lg of 
llelaon lee's titanic battle vit h the "Order of the ~" am its three 
le ader s , "~• Chief", "The Squire" end too "Doctor", It was perl mps one 
of the first of tbe stories wherein o detective vas at grii;e with somo 
groat cximiMl organisa ti on , a type of story which bec8lile very popular. 

"Birds of Prey" fi nis hed in lio. 26 dated 7th December, 1901, but 
t his did not nean the t Nelson Lee di sap,eored from tte p,.ges of the 
BOYS' FRIEND. For from it, for in the very some nur:,ber o. rew story 
st o.rtod. This issu e, by tl>l vay, vaa too first double number since 
the BOYS• FRIEND become a ,e nny. It vaa t ic Christmas ore, and waa 
enclosed in a gorgeous col oured cover . To be cont inuod. 

* * * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Ht .. each ott erea by tht London Club Library, tor 11tlgoct 751, Gems 549, 550 anc1 sa..s 
269 , 275. Any reasonable {or even sligh t ly UJU'easonable) price paid tor 1 The Boy With
out a Naoe• tmlch l a wanted as a COl!()anlon p! ec e tor tt s sequel ' Rivals md Ctwm.s• which 

we alfi adY possess. R()(iER JlllKIN,S, 11THE F'IRS', EASTERN ROAD, HAVANT, HANIS. 

~ want ed: 2 - 4, 115, 118, 1!6 , 147, 1~ , 150, 152 - 157, 159 - 164, 166 - 181, 
f83~ 194 - 196, 200, 2ce, 203, 2f!/, 200, 212 - 2J7, 239 - 244, 337. 
OR. R. WtLSON, 100 BRoaf'l ELO ROAO, CLASGOf, N,1. 

· ~ - Spec ial fea ture t o play ct1 your heart.--:U-lnga. 
IN c:w.ECTORS• DIO!llT A!tllJAL roo 1960. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACXl'AN 

27 Arcldale Road. Esat Dulvich . Loooon1 S,E, 22, 

They say that "all good thi n88 are worth wait~ for," ond 1Jl the 
cnse of tho 'modem Blalm' tb ui could not be truer, This oonth's 
artic le by Margaret Cooke is a 11 t tle gel!I. Margaret u, honest end 
candid; she says vhnt she thinlal - be it disapproval ar apprec iation , 
In Splash Kirt>y's cnee, with tho i:nas~ of time - and the iidjuetsnt 
of hie cbnrnc ter during that tim - her opiJlion , like Kirby, Ins chnng9d 
to the latter, At the time of writing thui •copy' th e second pert of 
tho artic le is s till to come; and I don't lllin:I saying that I om lo oking 
forv!lI'd to reading it! JCSI E PACKMAN 

* * * * * 
TIE WIND CF CHAmE 

By Margaret Coom 

"Except a livill! mn, tmre is nothing JDOre wonderful than a book" 
wrote Charles Kin,<;aley, am I 1J8N!e with him 'llhole-henrtodly . Tho 
s kill and ingenuity of ruthar s , their iJltorpretataion of the customs 
and foibles of ordinary mortals llle myself, and the reacti ons of my 
fellow-creatures to the characters eo portrayed have 111YBtified me for 
JDOre years than I care to remenber . Kingsley added thet vri tors •m 
theeo little shee ts of paper speak to UB, 8JIIJJl& us, t err ify us, teach 
us, comfort us : opon their hearts to us as brothers,• I would add 
t !lat in this day and BB9 rutbors airpriae ue, oonfound us , occasionally 
di :,gust us end often annoy UB, Even so , I obtaiJl greate r pleasure from 
a book in which the charactarisation is good though the plot my be 
poor, than from one with a strong plot, swift action and weak, al most 
f antastic oharacters, This is true in particular of books 'llhich feature 
the same cast owr a l ong perioo of time, as in the case of the Sexton 
Blake Library . 

'!'ha change 1'ral1 the old tr aditional Beker Street maru,ge t o the mv 
Sexton Blske Investigations, Berkeley Square, gs.ve me a unique oppar
tuni ty to obaerw nev charac ters in the meking ond to appreciate the 
vey in 'llhich those dlaracters were introduced , dwe lopsd and tailored 
to fit their appointed ro l es aa they m ture4 trom Uillt8Jlted in truders 
into established favouri tee . Pauls Dane was one such character and 
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Arthur Kirby snother, 

c~ as she did, unexpected, unheralded, l1l<e a th iof 1n the 
night, to steal Tinker's place by Blake 's side, Paula esrned our re
sentment Blld ceneure in those early days when she was ll8rely the 
beautiful Miss Dene a t whom. all ID8n caet lo nging glaooes, 

hJ tho weela! passed, havover, and ehe began to exhib i t courage, 
l oyalty , coDSiderati on for her colleagues, energy and foresight, our 
hatred of this usurper began to CMlJ89 to grudging respec t and, fiwly, 
to vam affection, Her eas y comrades hi p fer Tinker and her delig htful 
vi t and lnimour have siooe made Paula om of the most lovable charact ers 
ever introduced into the S,B, L, 

Al though her beauty shines ae br:!8htly as ever, her poise has boon 
shattered in recmt months by the arrival of another new char acter -
one Beulah de Courcy Braid - Pnulll 1s beautifu l, end much younger, l!IIIIl 

eating oousin, who has strictly dis honourab le inten tiollB towards Blake, 
and exhibi ts n studied sympathy for the "ogeing", nnri ous ond jenlow, 
Paula, Bloke, Tiilker Blld Kirby fi nl. Beulah good fun and eve n Pnula Md 
to laug h wen Kirby, in reply to Tinker's statement that Jleulah seemed 
to be a "fly in the ointment " said she was ooe fl y he would love to 
mmt, 

looking back over his short life, I feel that I might have wel
comed Artlrur Kirby more warmly IBd not his advent been heralded in the 
page s of the Collectors • Digest (September, 1956) as the ro-nemed Spl eeh 
Paee, a fsvouri te character of t he old Blake tal es . I r ead t he first 
Kirb y talc wit h proc oncoiwd i deas of his character, expec t ing to re now 
acquaintance with a fl'J<I, B!lartly gro omed and keenly intelligent young 
crime reporter; Blld Y88 ebocked to find instead an over-s exed, hard
drinking, middle-889d lout determioed to force his oompany and his 
will on Soxton Blaka at all tiDBs of the day and nig ht, In the early 
boolm this in cons iderate 'fri enl.1 msrl y choked Blake Yi th ch.ap 
liq ueur after a fuoersl, lmpt him awake am in agony all night after 
he had recei V&d a severe mad vounl., and mde srrsngemants to take Paula 
to Paris vi th them vi th out oonsul t~ Blake at all - arrru,gomnts whfoh 
lad Tinlmr 1.n1" extreme d8ll8W and nearly ro bbed Ble m of his young 
partner 's services for ever. 

Was this how tm nev Edito r <1f the S, B, L, "'"' our old favourite 
Splash Paee? In reply to uzy cri t iciams of the oevoomar ~ wrote -
"Incidentally, it was never intend ed that Kirb y should be snother 
versio n of Splash Psge. Kirby stands on his owo two feet, and alJfeys 
did," Once I realillad that it was tm role and not the character of 
Splash Pnee 1ihich !:ad been revi V&d I was able to see Kirby for what he 
.!!M., .... llo • .i:1!1¥, .... ~!lll.!13. ... ~ ... r.11tm:r..JlllQQ1.ltb. .. ~l!lr. ... 11ith ... tr.emDlJ!lgJ.111.,,.llllQJIIO ..... 
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for :l.mpro-t. And bow -..ch be baa impro11'8dl 'Dia lout ba8 Yllllillhecl 
leavillg a T&lued 8lld loyal friend; a _, or 111111y vir1uea, 

Dtecrlbecl aa a tall, broad-ehauldered , deep..cllested 111111 with a 
Cl'IIIIIPled f- 81'.ld untidy clothing, Kirby 1188 introduced as an old 
friend at Blallll'e youth, a journalist md soesip-,rrl.t.r for tba Daily 
Poet, a lll!lll whoee business it is to go 8"8ryvbare aDi III09t werybod,y to 
- lllld bear e-.vything be can. lie is a good list...,r; an upert 
questi~ am a good jlllge of lmacity, Lib Tinlaer, be jud&&e with
out ~ am llff8?' forgets the bumm faotor behim the nna1 b 
:LoTes and 'ktn,c1a, the hopes aDI tragedies of the people imolftd in 
ti. events. Kirby's phenomensl amcr,y 1e a mine of in!omation at 
Blalm's dispoaal wh81'n8r a case has its roots in ti. past, Wbtn 
Kirby paints a pictun ar hlman error am frailty, failure er succeas, 
it 1a a true picture, abolliqr all tba facts, 

.As 1nquisit1,e as IIIOllt ar hie kind, 81'.ld unt!?'iqr in hia qutst for 
DnB, Kirby has a toudling belief that most ar Ilia k1nd of nen 
'breelm' in the rtcinity of Seiton Bl.Bke m,d hie ase1stants, lie is a 
co,.,tant rtaitor tD Blaka •s offioo nm fiat, m frequent a vi8i tor in 
fact, tmt <11one occasion Marion Iang, duriqr Blalllt •a abeence, di8CUB8ed 
the details ar a mvly oommittod lllll'der with tll> Berkeley Square staff 
in Kirby' a p:reeenoe, 'Jli ts forgettiJW that be VIUI not •om of the f,mily," 
He can , l:icJweffr, be trusted not tD renal mythilw be 1111¥ lee.m in thie 
wo:, until i. 1a Bi""" pemisaion to do so by Blellll or the polios. 

An 1Dcarri8ible 8lld 1ncurable .,1£, Ill oomidera h1118el£ lleavm•a 
gift to wean, aDI delll)ite hie olaim that Paula 1e the only WC11181l be 
has wer loTed, never miaaea an opp<rtunity to da11t a beautit\ll 11ll111Ul, 
At tba - tm, Ill 1a scared by beauty on 11111888, and needed BlllD's 
moral support in a 1-lon Rertw, His wolfish t.tmncies are bpt 
severely in check by the hmela lllllllbera of Bloke Iuvest:t&ations but 
Kirby is wlc..-d as a great and trusted t:riend by nery om of th•, 
inclmiqr llrs, Bardell am Millie, the Silllllese cat. 

llbm the srief-s+ Paula !wl4 to journey to Lhe,pool to in
veat:t&ate repcrte at TinliBr's death, it V1U1 Kizby who put everythiJW .. 
aide to aocompany her on thia nieh tmare mission and to oomfort bar 
dlll'illg the rren harder to !:ear inteIT iev vi th the U:vexpool police, Yet, 
when t.beir ,rief turned to joy !lld Paula waa reunHad with 'l'inller , Kizby 
sta.yed in t.be bacllgmund, 1181£ .. ffllCilg end diacreet . His retioence in 
leartDg BJ.slot to explain to Paula his oonmction with the actrese llho 
l098d hill, eamed Blake 's thsnl<JI, am 1be - quality has artan made 
Kirby 1he confidant ar those who would not oontide in either Blelllt or 
the polioe, as in the case of Hervey Innes, 1be "literary spiv" - who 
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lost one author, and fo um five! 

Kirby bas become almost as llllCh a pert of the Blak& 5- as 
Dlalle hillEelt, flitting in and out of till plges as advisor, historian, 
assistant end, quite frequently, the psreon seeldllg to inten,st Blslm 
in th> troubles of other people whom Kirby knows, He seldom pleads in 
vain. Uaia lly Blala, is aln,ady interested in tbs cases, Kirby did 
not have to plead at all when bis cwn amorous nature larded him up to 
tro eal:'8 in trouble in Spain, Blake came to his aid w:iaslmd, and des
pite maiy .. difficulti es J\rtlrur Kirby liwd to work and live, ano ther 
dey, A l!l8D of 1!18Dy faulta and weaknesses ? A truly human character, 
and one ,mom I hops to meet msny tilll9s in the futun, in the J;880s of 
tie Sexton Blake Library•"••• ( to be concluded) 

* * * * * 
PHILIP LINDSAY AND GWYN EV 00 

By L, S, Elli ott 

An, yru familiar wit h the work of Jack a?Xl Norman Lindsey, and 
the late Philip Lindsey? The fatmr, Norman, waa proba bly the fimst 
illustrator and humorcua vri ter t o be produced by .Australia in oodern 
tilll9s. Jack, still going s trong, is a great histor:t:al writer an d 
translator. 

Philip, 1iho recently died in Sussex, is one of the century's most 
famous historical novelists, and he hillllelf was a remarkable cha.rector, 
In hi s autobiography, "I'd Li.,., the Samo Life Over", he mentions an 
acquaintau,e of hie. Here is an ctract: 

'The third or t hose I knew thi s n i ght, CWYN EVANS, "3.S nevar ac tually 
a close trs end or mtne, tor I was not to see a grea t deal ot ht m, altho\Wl 
we have had cllllJSlng ti mes together, ftllle the . t al es about GW)'Jl'S es capades 
sre many and l egendary. 
•Re wrote Sexton Blake s tori es , and wrote thE!lll exce ptionally' "ell, before 
t~ Inev i table duodenal ulc er ri pped his bOft'tl s M<1 shut him ror ever In 
a bol: under the earth; so tall m:i thin that one teared he would snap 1t 
he leaned too t ar , GW)'Jl spoke Jl'itb a .snarl th.at bell ed ht s good nature , 
hi s generosity , tor durlrg the spas.me he had cash he t.t.N:w It wttb tl'Je 
ges ture or a very drunken klrc over any bar that would serve him.• 

Gwyn Evans, John G. Brandon, G. H. Teed, Gilbert Chaster, tbs 
Murray Graydons, All dead , Onl y Rex Hardioge , John Hunter and Edwy 
3earlce l!oolm left of the old guard, and, from t he latter, no more 
Sexton Blske, 

Could not vi, Hovard Baker get Brcolm away from Ironsides and 
Norman CoD'.l.uest for lo ng enough to giw us a "llaldo" yarn? 

* * * * * ........ __ ,...,_ .......... ,., .................. -..................................... ,. ........................................................................... ., ............................ _,~.,.-.. ,., .. .,.,,.,, 
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n,e Hill-Pool 11Yster, . ..... .... .. .. ........... ................. H. E. Hill 
The P.allm Stor .................. ..... (Kestrel) ... .. . ...... . ....... ... J . LO•!• 
!be DI- F'lood ........................... (Dr. Ferraro) . .. ............. R. c. Arllo!r 
The case or too Crlc::son Llr.ard .. .. .(r. Lord)... . ............ _ ..... s. ~ 
the Trader• s D&ughter ..... .... . . .. . .... w. n. ClNQ'tlat 
t'be Case or the ParalJtsed Kan (Ste ele , 1..awless) .... .... ... ...... ........ .A. tfUrTaY 
n,e cr 1a,on Doctno ............... - ...... (c;. Crant , ta.le JUlle) ...... .... ,. ~·-··" · w. Bqer 
(Reprinted In 2nd ser i es Ho. ~) 
~ Rouse ot Chosu ....... L. H. Brooks 
The Lama•a SecN t ... ............................................................................ W. l'I. CrQYdon 
11le Were-Wolt or Elphtnstonc .. (Dr. Femll"O) ........................... - ...... .R. c. An:xlir 

The C.\Se or the Vanished Husband _ ·······-·--·· .. ·····- .. w. J. Bayt'leld 
fl'le Colden God<less .................. ..... (C:unga Dass) ....... .ff. c:. Ri ll 
1be Case or th e Bogus Lalrd ... JPl~r) ... . ........ _,. ··-···········J• w. Bobtn 
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ffX! Brigand ' s Secret ... .. ............. _ .... _ .. JI. n. C:reydon 
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'the Case ot the Courtlandt Je..cls ...... (~r ). .. . . ......... Cl. H. feed 
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Tec U, . (8: .. ·w1e1,etshaw) • ... '. ..... :::::::::::.:::::t t =• 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * .. * * * * * * ** 

~ Seiton Blake Ltbrarle s. 1St se r ies, Noa. 11, 1111_7, 1()1j, 1<1.1, 111, 198, 201, 
~2nd aeri es Nos, 29.3, 296, )06 , 422, 474, llJ5, 520, tbf. Ulfon Jacb Nos. 689, 
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1098, 1390. rttS. J . PACXNAN, Zl ARCHIW..£ ROAD, EAST WLWICH, WIXlN, 8,£. 22. 



Abol'e 111e reprodu:e tbe titl e plctw-e f rom the great.est .story In one or Fronk 
Rt cbards • greatest seri es - SOaE th ink t t Frank Rtcban:Ss• greates t ach l ewDimt In a 
l H et tE of great achtcvcamu. 1hb ts one or the st<r tes or the raoous R£Nl.. SERIDJ 
or 1925. Rart)' Wharton, t.hrough a log ical seri es or events , loses his trt eOOs, loses 
bis posi tion, loses hi s owi nlt •respec t . A brilliant ser ies or the gractuel decltne 
ot a boy ot ste rli ng chnracter , WlUSual attr ibutes, sound backgroUnd - IJut with a tem-
per "11ch he had not learned to govern. Re rouses the bitter dislik e of hls t o~ 
master , and tbe wages or hi s s tube>orn pride an:S antmosl t, take the nenwal shape ot 
h is Inevitab l e expulsion troa Cre,trtara . 

Wit hout questio n, the llX!st pawertul and Dlt ser i es that tbe Naimet ner pre
sented, It ran troci the autm:11 or 1~ Int o the winter or 1926. rt ,ms tens e drams 
tlroufJ!ou t, with lt ttlc ltght reuer. 

The theme was repeated In 1932 ln motb er brUlto.nt aer ies which code, probe.bi, , 
happier read t rg. 

nw ertlst "3S Hr. c. H. Chapmen. 

* * * * * 
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GEMS OF ILIMilll'ONIANA 

If contempt, as the eastern proverb declares, can pierce the shell 
of the tortoise, Baggy Trimble mw,t have been better protected to.an a 
tort oise . Tho wig htiest scorn and the heaviest sarcasm bBd. u0 effect 
whatewr on B,ggy, Nothing lig hter than a boot made any 1mpres8ion on 

him, Sent in by Gerry Allison, Ilkley ) 

(Edi tor• s Note: Tho above "gem" was sent to us by Gerry from his 
bed in a boepital ward, Commenting on the above item, Gerry wrote: 
"Th.iB sudden descent from the a, blime to the ridiculous made me lall€h 
out low. and vakB up half the ward. What a TONIC Charl es l!Bmilton is , 
God bless himl" 

I t i.e >0nderful to think of Gerry having hie l onel y hours channed 
in thi.e way, We feol sure that the TONIC will work wooocrs, and that 
Gerry will soon be back in circulation again , Th~ e:rtrect by the way, 
comes from tm "Too Good For St, Jim's" series,) 

(Have you a favourite Gem of llllmiltoni ans? If so, write i t out 
and post to the ed.1 tor, Book souvenirs are awarded fo r any i t em found 
suitable for publication in thi.e column.) 

* * * * * * * * * 
CIIARIES HA.ll!ILTON - SOIG WRHER 

.!lI.J!.......Q G, lefts 

Charle s Hmnilton•a gift to mankind, 1ras obvi ously the hrilliant 
writing of school stories in which, in my opinion , he had no equal. It 
would be impossible to comp,te the hours of pleasure he has given to 
people in all walks of life, by his schools of Greyfl'iars, St. Jim' s , 
and Rookwood, ani the illlnortal Bill y Bunter, now watched by millions of 
vi ewers. 

Before Greyfriars came into e:ri.etence in 1908 , pr obably Mr. 
Jlam1lton bBd. inspirations in other fields, as recently, whilst perusing 
a Vol, of old songs (date.d 1900) in tile British Muawm, I came e.cross 
the following eo~ 

"Charles llanilton and Percy llarrieon 1s Ripping Football Song" 
10n tile Bal l' 

Words by Cbllrlos Hamil ton. Music by Percy Harrison, 
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111ere1a a cheer fer the s,:ond old game• 
1llere 1a a cheer fer the men -.ho play,• 
llere I s a shout for the boys at !!'-> 
And a yell fer the lads away. 

Hurrah! 

£l!el:!!ll: 
On the ball I On the ball I 
!Dud and clear it rill!!II, 
Lil!8 n trumpet call. 
Here the shcute eJ<Ci tee! roll. 
Buck up there l !Dok out in goal I 
On the ball! On the bal l I 
On tho ball! On tho ball I 

Tbere were two more 'lllraee, and the song was publishod by 
Woodford and Co., lla&ehood, Camvy Ialand, Eseex , Price 1d, 

I would l1lc8 to know vuy DJch who Percy l!arrison wos and whether 
Mr. Hamilto n can recollect the music or thin song, as I ,. oomplotoly 
J1118tified as to -.here the music was published, The 1r0rds of the song 
only nre printad on the aise of a C.D. P8BB (one aide) . The soqr 
oould be sung with out f11e except at Theatres and ltls ic Halle ond was 
Copyright . Whether the song was popular i s n questio n which only Mr. 
ll£imilton oould answer, 

* * * * * * * * * 
IET1 S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

( In this eeri11a Eric Fayne touches en certain 1111 ttera of interest to 
students of the llllmilton papers. lie gi'llle his own viflWII euporf ic:ially, 
It you. vill wri to to him, upresaing your opinions, on the topics he 
discusses, i. will BWIIID8Z'iee readers• v:1...., in a f uture issue.) 

No, 43. SPOTLIGHT 011 TIE FAGS 

Readers wi 11 bave enjoyvd a mnrty chuckle over Bill !Dfta • 
happy little article on wmther the First Farm at Gremu,re ....., or 
vaan•t, not to mention John Jwme' delightful and rib-ticklilg illus
tration 1'1lioh adorna -· Bill has suggested that I might turn the 
Contr<m>reial eye on the iro blem, So vhy not? - am bare goes! 

Fer mmy, lllllllY )'Oars it has been accepted ti..t there ie no 
l'1rst Form at Greytriere, though I have no doubt that Bill is correct 
in pointing out that, on isolated occasions in early cu,,ya, Fronk 
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Richards did mention lllch a fol'!ll, At St , Jim 's, I think, there WllS no 
First Fo~d no Second el ther, I =at recall 8llY mention of a 
Second Form at the Sussn sohool , 

Though there is ' little doubt that the stories were ent.ertaining 
enough to many r eade ro, I have always regarded as fantas ti c the appoint -

call, but I think it unlikDly, 

ment of Wally Bunter as the form
lll8Ster of the First. For one thing , 
Billy and Wally are doubles, both aged 
fifteen plus, That factor vas 
conveniently f8nored, ~h the famous 
Doubles Series, which ran concurrently 
in the Gem and the Magnet over s everal 
months, had appeared not so long be
fore . But even if one allowed the 
autho r licence tr, · tack a year or two 
on to \lally 1 s age , it WBB i nconceivable 
that an unqualified and untrained 
youngste r would haV9 boen appointed 
permanent fonn-master at a school like 
Greyfriars, ovon though the arti st 
depicted him as 1111aring cap and govn. 
\Jheth er Charles llllmilton ever accepted 
Wally as a fonn-master I cannot re-

It is, of course, true that Tom Kerry ~OlilB mstcr of the Third 
while Mr, Solby was indisposed (in a famous Gem tale entitled "Mr, 
Merry") but the fact that there was no suggestion of permanency in the 
arrllDB9ment Jlll1de it credible, 

I was neV9r very keen on the sto ries which introduced the fsge, 
though I have a soft spot for Wally D1Arcy, Joe llrayne, and flip , flip, 
you will rE1DOmber, regarded Billy Bunte r as "such a fi.M feller " in a 
very readable eeriee, 

The faes of st, Jim's pleyed a =h more prominent part am were 
sketched with a firmer hand than thoee at Greyfriara , At Greyfriara 
only Nugent Minor and Wingate Minor starred, in almost idantioaJ. roles , 

Wally D'A.roy featured in many outstanding aeries and Joe Frayne 
wos sn interesting little characte r until he was ecli~ by the 
emphneis on the Three Minors, 

Both Manners Minar and I.,vison Minar 1111re cleverly drawn, but 
they were haniicapped by 1-ing "typed" - almost invnriably they played 
the •"""' roas. Reggie was tl:e oonatant 11<>rry for hi s brother, while 
'! .~ . was uaual l;y frantic vi t h . coooern .. for , brotlw rEp,es t, ., ... RGSffl 11'.!l!I 
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too llllCh the stock chnrncter t o be remembered with much affection. 
Frllllk , certainl y, has many ndmirers, and he play&d n striking part in 
mny superb stories. 

Generally s panking, I regarde d t he fags wit h much the S8lll8 

feeling ttmt I bnd for Cliff House girls - all right in small doses, 
and ussf'ul 1x> the wrt ter in the develoJIIIBnt of SOIIl8 particular plot s . 

It's just my point of view. What' s yours? 

* * ... * * 
CO!fl'ROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No, 42, 'ffiE MAGIC OF YES'IERDAY 

RARRY BROOTER. ()Jee &galn you echo lll'lJ'IY or nr, thoughts. We , "'° can l ook bock t o 
ciWs when l oyalty to sch ool end prtd e 1n school u:nlton:i creant so wc h, can hardl.y vtew 
very hnpp tl.Y the md cm tr end tn these mat te rs . Ever)'thlng ha s chqed, wttb g igan tic 
ooccleratl on, sinc e the war. In no MO' ts there tmY sti.>llar tty t o the way of llte we 
knew. 

A.s you sey , we had th e Kagnet 000 Gem to t ake as e IBlrl)les . tbi em youth has -
Nlat ? ffol'I'Qr ttl m, ltD"td comtes, blaring reconu.:, no pUDtshment s . everything Just 
re.xty t o pick up. Loyalty Is not quit e dead, but a shabby thing ftlen coi:cpare(l with 
the Frauk Richards • cype 81 personltled ln Tom RedWlng Md Lord Maul cverer . In a way 
J think tbat Pent el ow outdid fr ank Rlch.nrds In Jirltt~ or l oyalty to •alma mater- but 
th e Cesc and Magnet se t a wonderful exaai,le. 

c:ctI ~'FJ'..STER. Who can defi ne th e reason t or the susta ined Int e res t tn th e Co!:l)at}ton 
Papers ? Not you or I , because t astes dHt er. Some r eaders abhor B\llter but ll ke 
Gussy - others , v lce vers a. Chari.es Hamilton appeal ed to us at all aees becwse or 
hi s s tyle or 1fll"ltlflt - we rel t we were at Grey rrtars or St. Jt m•s. 'nlil! demise o r the 
H.:gnct and Gem s:m the cm or an era tn'sr it lsh boys• books, which can never re turn. 
Let us not be sad, but grat etu l that we partt ctpatOO tn lt. 

R~ CROLLIE. The var ious reasons lffllch ;vou suggest a., poss ibl e eJ:JJlanatt ons t or th e 
popul&.rit,y or Mr. Haotlton •a s tori es are , I think , all tru e t o ,3 vecy great extent . 
You ask l"tl,y lilds troc all walks or ur e t oll oflt'd with deli ght tbe adventures or 
wealtlly boys at public schools . To r:, c,,tOO, the answer ts ?.Mt 1n those <SaYs th ey 
hod roch In c cm:m with the boys ot Grcytrt ers md St. Jto•s - loyalty to one•s sch ool, 
even 11 It was th e locul counctl schoo l, to one•s crtcltet or t oot.ball tem:::., even It 
tt ,ma Jus t Standard 4 playi ng Standard .3 In o publ ic park. nae despi s ing or nean 
ac ti ons , boo behavi our - tor yeors now, )'OUth ha s been taugh t th o.t ndine or the s e fp,1.ngs 
::iott er. Loynl.ty t o school? Nonsen se , one sch ool ls as good as another. turn ~ 
St.1.turdAY t or Ule t ootba.11 teem? No t ear , Wb!l.t dld they ever cSo t or rrE? Take no 
noti ce ot ltle schoolnaste r; he•s j ust there t o te ach. 

Youth did not acquire th ese new doett'lnes by It.self. It "as Installed lnto 
young f olk . Whether tb e Gem and Hagnet would haw done anythll\l to ccd>at t.Ms un
t or tmate trend l s a matter tor conJecture . I think It~ a pity they were not allowed 
to tr)'. 
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patri oti sm nns not then N ftarded as sooeth tng queer, a.rd dishonesty as SOllllthtng soart . 
l dontt think a re·l ssued Magnet or Gem would succeed, tor so uany young people wM't 
bother to rend. For those ...no C3ll and wtll read there are pl enty ot &ood cheap boob:, 
ot o rather higher st.and.ard In soce MYS than the pre-,g, wceit)y. There ta imre caiey 
about tor boob, tr people ~ to read. 

We ju.st can•t e,;pl a tn '*If the: Hamilton stories at tracted us. I think that tn hta 
OM sphere, Uke B. P. ll'l th the scouts, Charl es Ha.cilltcn t Ul ed a need. 

~~G~/~1t~cioo~t~~I ~r~e ~~!~~n 1!8 ~ s!~i~:h1s~t.:~~~n ~s rw~ . 

* * * * * 
THE VICTORIA PALACE PARTY 

The 1-0!ldon Clu b boa arr ll!J89(l t o form n perty to visit the 
Vi ctorin Palac e, 1-0!ldon, on Saturday llfternoon , January 7th, A large 
block of ooats i s bei.cg held for our use in the best part of the 
theatre , Tin ahow - BI LLY BUlffl:R •s SWISS ROLL, 

We bope that our party will be even large r t hlln it 11oa lust Y9ar 1 
and we nek all readers, fi'Qm anywhere lllld everywhere, to C(IIII) al org 
and join in the fun , Seats are 12/6d each , and we wnerstnlld that 
booking is bri sk nt t he Victo ri a Palace. Col!ll a long, am bri.cg mums 
nnd dads , llllllts nnd unclea , the peopl e next door, and uncle Tom 
Cobl ey and nll - nnd th> mare youngsters you cnn bring, the merrier, 

Places in the party can be bookod thro~h the Edi tor of this 
magru:ine , le t ' s lllllka it a r onl mooting of Old Boys and Girls, 

If 11ny render cnn diaplny advantageous l y n double-crown bill or 
n cnrd, 11dver t ising BILLY BUNTER' S SWISS ROLL, just let us know what 
you can use, and we will send it along whi le stocks of publi city 
liltl teria l lnat • 

* * * * * * ... * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** 

~ s.o.t.s Ia, 65, 66, 162, '25/, 258, 259. Your price plu.s postage paid. Tbe 
~Iser has some s.o.LS, HclS)n Lees, cerm; mxl Nagnets tor exchenge only. 
BRIAN !D...f, BRlTtSH DiBASST, REYJl:JAVIX, ICEUJI>. 
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Sexton Blake Today 

llffl]JC§Tl"!i CIIAR.\CNiS 'ROI N lU0.11 s.B.L. 
IIJ Vto Colbf 

N99 J, Simon §herrlngt9n faweet.t 
nits cion, cne or \be _, tnt.treat.l~ cblract.era 1 bl.Ye enoouJtlf'td ln Iba Pl,l la or U'le s.8.L. 111peN"tlCI u a~ ttci,r t 1n A.Mhur nact ean t1 •l'UHI~ to Neztcolllo. 1,16) I 
ti. aeemed a ptQ> lb&t Olr cont.6ct wllb blm ., ao n eettng. nw tlde ru F'8"1Cett waa a mn or mooey, W1d r. acted u tbo"-1\ hi D\ew every dollar bl Olll\od by tu Christ ian 

l"INII! • Ria weal th 11&1 tnc.reutr:w; rep1dl7, but bl hid ,aon t he aa. mlt tor 22 year-a, and bad palpltaUoo.a a t c.ht th.OUlh ot t ,i,endtna: a t• bob tor lhe rencllll of b11 sbin, panu. ln tact, hi Md r:BIT ot the ctiaraourtat.tc1 or Serooce tl>Ol.lc.k or Dtaney t8Cll8. 
E'Xb ntatit , on n tlrlnc, Faettt dUCMd t.m 11tnute1 oz bl.a ftl.Ulble al eep t n.c ti• 

to the illllgb'J. A 111111 bl,(I co bt pNp,N"'td to put bileelt out a 111.tl t tor pclferful fri ends. Ke talked to God aa one bU.alneas man to anothe r , nen 11Tt,w h is erc&tor a tlp c:r two fttm bis actYarw:::ld k.nowlldCe of ~ at.ate ot Ibo St.oclt £U'.hang e. Re mnted 
t.o be on good c.erms wn.h U:11 Alal&htl , bUt co .U tc. quU4 clear th at If he, Simon Faw::ett , eoutctn•t u.Jt• bt a money trU.h blJI tltleo It came h11 tlm to go , be had no 
Intention ot 101~. 

Vto}ence In gutet Pi,e es (No, ¥l) ........................ _ ....... ......... Ja.dl. Tt!!or storz 
Whataver s tr.vt gt tbt.np: t111.&ht M't'e occur red t o Rui,e~ Tato , a poet, ln lU e ms as notbl,- to What happened to hl• on bl.I abrup t depm-Qre t ram ltl Rla grueaoce carder ln th e ftOOCb: ot Woolley , t nctrlt.e 1.ryattnc plaee ot I.be S bth rOl"'m 11ru t rca U. 

Tillag e school , ot 'flbloh twlon Lan& was an H""Pt4t1l, ae rd a th e foo tato pa ot he r employe r, Se:rton Bllite, raz:t>llng mlably 1n lbat dlr'eo tl on. 
Hiss Wllderspln, apln.at E"r htiAttmtnress, wonts boll! dMI nmc of the sen ior muter cleared of t he cap it al charge md the honour of the s: hool oYOr "11ch .she pre a ldea Tl rdl ca t ed. Brl lflY, Blak.t ho.a t o sro w Cletbe r Acilroae CMrnoct, t he achoolmr.:lat.er, ls a ~ro or a arderer • .A qu i te de ll cloua trlt ll 1.bta , with Blake ai-.:1 Tinter lnTeAlgatl.rg 

tJ.IY.lf'IESt s l ot ot t ego achool&trla , wtlll all ored lt to U\11 auUla' In iroauc t~ out of It scni thlrc llllhlch la enl lgbten lng , ed lf)S,. Md lllboll.y enJoya.J)le. 

Ratlr« Very Good 

Journ.g to Cenoa (No, ¥t, ............. ·~·-------· -·---·---- · .. - .......... -.. --- -- f , Dub£!!: r awq•tS: 
Thi a ta not a seque l to Peter 84Xcm•a • Ac.t of Viole nce• (S.B.L. No. 388 , flllch 

JIOa ~"Yh 1wed 1n c.D. No. 1al}; but It bu certa in coonectl ona with I.bat portloular 
MU"t.tcie ua lgnmnt of Su tm BlM• ' •· Now, new dc'ftl opment1 Mn er 11en. Thi tNuaUN bonle of tl'8 ~ llnl ' s ta a.aatn 1:bt oblec t.l'ft of oer t.aln part l u , and polltl caJ. tl,...,rka 1n tbe: shape of ..-e Tl tal. doCl.mM'nU btft to be NCo1'eNd In orde r to :a'f'Old a poaa lbte t.hlrd world upheHal. Tbe secret of t.hetr ft rtl!lbouta ta In the fan:i o r a cipher , "1.tcb ti ts Blake' • l ob ~o (tnd and take t o Crell le '• contac t ln Oenoa, n t o~xpert on 

~IRl><r:!,- . •arazt. _______ -- · -----·-- -----· - -·-·--··-· -----·----
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nie clttl8l: ta r ealty startltng , dlst astetul.1.Y grue som; yet l'ltx> will deny tts 

absolut e titting to a nan'8tlv e 1he 11k:e ot Jtttch Peter ~on usod to describe so well? 
The style and t reatnent ts s lctlnr , thot.gh It hasn 't saxonts name oo the cover. BUt - 1 

Rat~ - . .. ..... . Very Good 

CDl!:RAL OOIHNl'ARY 

11AJL8AG: It h<LS beco~ tncreosl~l.Y a.bvtous In recent HA.GA2.U£ S[X;TlOHS Wt interest 
Tritl ie''ttlrlt er BleJccts ts still carkedlY act ive, a tact M'ltch has i:('at;ited Bill Lotta, 
tn a letter reprodooed In 1 HAJLBACi1 this ux:inth, to 1nvlt c corrcs:poncfonce on 'Cho5e auth ors 
YdlO wrote tor the s.e.1,. tn Its mrc lucro.tlve da,ys. But a s ltght adjustment ts necessnrY 
tn r egnrd. t o JCI!:~ Ci. BAAt,lXli . nits well•knoNl ouUlcr-playwrtght died tn 1941, not 19l,O, 
ond th e exact day 800 pl ace of deat.b, t ogether with thot ot me or two more tomoos Blake 
ftrtt er s , lneludlng m.·YH EVAm, CU.BERT' CRES1ER Bld G. H. TtED, t s given ln tte torth
oom1'* c .o . AHNlJJJ.. 

Pr u t~e or H3rtl n thoau•s tine story or th! occult • Mm TO KJU.11 conti nues to 
tri ckl e tn. rroc:. Frence , a con-espondent llOUld ltk e :mother on st ottnr lines, a suggest -
1on whlch t s ent twst ost tc cl l.y seconded b1 th.ts colUI:rltst. 

'Ibe tor m t ot the Library ts a mtter ot llllch specutat l "n oo ttl8 par t or a lady 
reOOE':r ot Nott s, "10 t s agt1.lnst ony alterati on ot the s.B.L.. 1n tts Jresent tono.. Any 
change td\tch would pro ve the deatlHtnell ot the pre sent attr act lvel.y-coloured covers 
-,uld, tt c ot r .1td , prove the doath-knell ot Bl~e also - at least , In so tar as hts 
regular roonthly appear.tnCes are aoncerned, and I am tn CQtlllete agreetJent with Hrs. 
Jock.sen on th i s point. 

A turth er Wl"Jsual occwTimee 1n Issue No. l¥J2 t s that a Mr. c. l.,QW.jer has three 
l etters reproduced 1n tts COll.lT.nS, two rrom an address tn Worcester, and one f rom Here 
ford. s1nc:e t wo or h is quert es are llkety to prove or Interest to other Blake tans, 
they eon be ans,Rred here (1) The ttrst s . B.L. (Third Serl es) was - as 11r. Lowt.Jer sur
mised - publish ed tn 1941. ni.e roonth was Jtme , and the titl e or tbe story "RAIOCRS 
Pl&EDl ' Author was JOHN HUlm:R, ?I)() lntrodUced hls f9IXIW s eatnrlng chnract er , Captain 
Deck, tnio the procecxunu. (2) 1be 6. B.L . sto pped publicati on ~art}¥ on two 
occas ions, both being due to dt:iputes In the printing trode. First oecas too Novect>er, 
1950, l'ben no Issues oppeured. Secom oocaston Ai:«"11 1956, Ml.en a rll"tb er t'f'IJ tssues 
were l ost . 

CHRI~ A'M'RJ..CTlC?i: A. l ong, lorg tlDe ago , the late CECIL KAYTER described tbe rlrst 
"ioect1iiof~ Tinker, 1n a seri a l ffllch ran In etther the BOYS' FRtDm or the 
80\'S I HDW.D. Ne" In one or the Decart>er volumes , 11ARTJN THCJ1AS glves hts vers ton or 
the htstortc Q'R:ettng, and. or Tlnker• s ant ecedent s , so 01.r ct'U:"lstmas tare promises t o be 
parttcularlY appet ising thi s year . 

Recdf:r s will be Intere st ed to knol'I' th at Colin Wyatt, stauneh support er ot the 
Digest , ts now d.r-.1l'l'tng •Harry Haapste~ In the •Horry on Hts OWJ11 aer ies In the 
perl<X11Cnl •Pl a¥hotr. ' 

Coli n' s ttrst set of picture s appear tn the tssUe dated OCtober 29th, and the~ 
alter hi s drawings will be a reature or the pa.per eac.h fteGk. 
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OLD BOY.s/ BOOJ< CLUB 
f1eettng held Septermer 21th , 196o l 

Apologies rrom Jack Belltleld , \iltn Brown to1 Rey BeMett kept the attendance 
do'fll to twelve aoongs t Ml:011 were our t~ la,al mer.bers rrom Burt.on. Also l thlnlt a 
~rd ot pra i se ls <l..ie t o Ted Dovey 'lllflo manages to put ln m appearance tf on}.y t or a 
t c" a lnutes . t t was a good programne whlcb Tom Porter had tiapped ttlt «w:t. th oroughl.7 
enjoyed by all . Beryl obliged "1th her list of Desert Is l and Books (second ser Jes , o r 
course). Keeping up too t rad i tion set by her talsband sh3 p.3SSecl round t <:r our 1n
spect 1on the foll°"lng gem or literature - 1. •Btg!Z.les er the canoe Sq~ by w. E. 
Jotns. 2. • sexton Bloke • s Schoolds;v.99 by Johl Anare,e. 3 . GreYf r l ars HoltdB.T Anm.u.\l 
tor t 931. 4- •nae S~lgera • by Pet er Saion. 5. • The Wl5d0c or tbe Slci>Je• b7 

;o:~~e~:s!~ · se1!::~!~' ~ r~~ ~~oi;r:~\y ~-~!~ o~: r;;:~!ng ~~· 
ffii.S no quiz toolght so we were able to get on t o the next Item, a dt scu.,s t on tntl"Oducod 
by th e ch.lin..an . Q.Jot Ing from a recmt John O•London• s ..eek.lY which st.ot.ed th at Ta.J.bot 
Baines Reed <2urtng his UteUm, CCtJtrlbut ed no less than thirteen cl ass lca tor boys , 
Norri..m sai d that the Victorian era prochi:ed IIXllO' ot these boys • cla .sstcs - stori es b)" 
su::.h nut.hors as Henty, Ballantyn e, Kingston , Jules Verni!, Gordon Stab l es , F4Wm"d s . 
£Ut s tn addition to Talb ot Baines Reoo. But 1n hi s optnton the very best school 
st<rt es tor boys begoo to (t)pC;Jl' ln the F.dwrirdlen Cll(I ear].y George V periods. The 
authors rEnt toned by Nonoon were DeS!IOl'ld Coke, Warren Bell, lf>'lton Clea.vcr, Gunby Hodo.th, 
Wodehouse and Ell a!l amongst others , all ot ClOQ are st ill m cb 1n deC8m today oncl 
Jltlose yarns are s till bel fli sold. fl'lus hls Idea ot the Gold en Age ot bays pertod tca lB 
was t~ pre 1918 era. We were asked to giv e our°"" opinions or what 1IIO.S Che Gold en 
Age. 

The L.ltrD!'Y ra ffl e res WJn by Wln Partrlelge C>O "as delighted as she sa id lt was 
• the f trs t tlae lueiQ'.• There w(l.S tb.1n a seri es or word games by Tom Porter md. 
hancurs were shared by Ncnnn, Joe Harston and Beryl . To wind up Ule evening , George 
ChaU\aJ,; obli ged .. 1th o reading rroi.i • Rivals or RookJtooa..• very mcb i o the taste or 
all pr ~sent, We hope that th e nen trEetlng, October 31st (Tuesda;y) will be as enJo )"• 
able , HARR? BRCETER - secre tary . 

8th October :i t 239 Hyoo Park Ro~. 

This ,ra.s one or the s tr' sngesi 11Eettrw s we have held t or some considerab l e tllll!, 
rtr st, we l eam~d tha t Ge1'11" All ison ,cs 111 In ho~ttsl and unabl e to be 111lth us. It 
MY be so~ tt nie be rore b3 ts tully well again, but good wishes we-re sent to hla tor 
a specdJ' recovery. 'nlanks tfcrc also expressed t o tt,Ta AlUson md 11oll1e Alli son tar 
sti.ouldert ng DJCh of tl'W respons tbtltty fer carrytr« on the work. or the sect ion am or 
the me ting so ab}J'. 

Next, cur Ou.tnoon, ceorrr-e_v Wllde, rounct htaielt 1n dttrlculttes owt,- to a 
broken arm r eceived flben he part.e<I COltl>MY wtlb a mot or scooter on tti.td\ he had accep t.ed 
a Ut t . R091'ever, he aanaged to keep th e meeting 1n order , am to read , atter general 
bustness ha:I been transacted, SJme Retl ectt ons or F"rank Rtchards by Tan Ropperton - a 

~ worit .,ttlch .,prov lded .. 11Jcb •. scope~ ror .. d l scu.ss ton .. betore .. retreatl:Jin t a , ....................................... .., ...... . 
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Ron ffodgson , our sccretarJ' t was als o unable t o be Jres.-mt, but neverth el ess a 

dozen o:H!bers turned up, tfxt after rerresh.t."Ents listened to re ad ings or the entr i es tor 
the GN!ytrlars CUp Cocipetltl cni votl~ tben t o<* place Qnd thre e or the t our entri es 
rece tved were chosc.11 ror tlnal tnclus ton. Discussion or suggest tons tor futur e CUp 
Coa:pet.l tl ons ..os de CeITed., though In additi on to one put foC"l'fal"d In a l e tt er t o tbe 
Club , another was mmc th a t Clubs e ight be give n a seri es or unrel3ted ort lcH !s , o.., In 
the tamous TraD seri es, and ookcd to ffl"lte a st ory round them. 

J/..C¥.. Wea) 

The Oct ober Wocx:1 Green DC<!tlng wn.s 3.gNed by all t hose ¥1\o ntt.ended, t o have be E:n 
vel")' enJQ)'oble . &rte Fqne gave t.he good news that the •c .D. Annual • would be out 
earlie r this ;year trl4 tbat the vi s it or club cecbcrs to the Cm-lstons Bmt cr Show o.t 
UlC Vlctcrl s. Poloce would tdc.e pl ace on &lt urdey, J r.nunry 7th. Goorge Sewell rend ered 
~ t tne read tng, a chopter trom. the •He.gnet• entitled •coOdbyo C:roytrtnr s .• •oec,1 
relld crs were given a re~t~ by Ooo Webster rrom m lssue ot their t avourlt.e po.per en
titled •n,e Slocker • s Affakentna.• Still c.mc4;med wUb St , Jlrl•s, 1n Sao 'nllrbco' s 
crtcket ill.Cl&, C:rcytrlo.rs "°" bee.ten by cae "lcket. Sl.ako entbuslasts were gtven o 
rcad l~ ~ Lm Poc.kmn troo tbl Sydnoy • "Str1 Herald' obout u..,1r t avcxr t te detective. 

mere were ttne quizzes ond th e neM tmt (Urther catalogues were t o be pre
pared. •ceJ:11 800 •Nelson Lee' title s , Md thnt th e NoNi:ber m eting would be at 35 
Woodhouse RoOO, Leytonstonc, E.11. Host RUben C:odsave. KlndlJ' tntom It lntendlng to 
be present. 

I.N::U: llll<JAl11N 

)1cet Ing - ?,~rd October. 

It was a grc.:i.t ple~ t o welc~ Er t o Fayne to this a:eett ng, Md tt t s to be 
hoped he f elt the l ong md tedtou, journey t roci London "a., worthdl1le. ni e 01.olrm.-n 
opened th e r.eetlng , by tntroruclne our guest, m:S also we}cca:d t 'IIQ new crtt>er s ln 
wa1wr Prltchtlrd and Bill Holl?l?s. Erle In rcpJ.y stated ho" gled he was to be oble t o 
Cll'.lko this vts tt. 1bere t ollCJred a d tacussloo en t h! c.o. and the Greytrlara Herald 
CUp Competi tion . F'rMk ttmln then took over, hi s tlrst QJlz deal~ wttll Sexton Blak e , 
be~ won by John Prttchllrd , a recent newoocer. Frank foll owed ~ts by conducting 
•Twenty ~ stlons' am 8111 Wtoo~ ,. t eam were easy w1Mers. Not one obj ect rMIClMd tbe 
3:lth ques tion. 

At th e Interval, Erle Fayne was unantm usl.Y el ected Vtco-Pres tdent or tM Club, 
flhercupan he set us a cl ever contest , tbe honours going to Frank Case wt th Pat I.Ottey , 
JlD Walsh md 8111 Hol.Ul.s as runners .. up. Jlti Wal~ rouD:'.!ed ott tho proc eedi ngs wtl:h a 
genert'l. quiz. Md Don Webs ter decided It "as t tae he~ a loat In nnd scored cost 
points. 

so ended one or the happiest evenings we have had t or 902 tt me, an:i &rlc assures 
U$ hts rtrst vis it certainly won•t be hls l as t. Next ioonth we hold our dclQY'ed Annual 
Meet1118 - Surr!ay , 1} th Novccber 1 6.}0 p.a. sharp. 

N. PlWlN!ll - 11on. sec. 

Alth ough the atteronnce was not a., good as expected , thoae ai:ct>crs fll.o ror
gath cre<l a t C.ahlll• s Restoorant a t 6 p.m. on TtJ.rsda;r, October 20th t or the aaithl.7 
meeting spent a IXlSt enJqrllble even i ng. The usual c:rcellen t dinner was followed by 
tbe equal.]¥ enj07obl e reeding or l e tters from good trlends o'Ytrseas , wlt.h F'rmk lhwtn 
~ ,,HartY .. Bn:ister kee,e."!,f ,ua ,al l ,.ln , touch ,,IQ well ... wtth ~tr .. llttle nes ~pumala.~ .. ,a 
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Thn!e letter s rr om Ron Hodgson were rem:1 wtth great tntercst, l>ut those present were 
son-, to hear th at Cercy Allison bad been teken 111 - hope you are: well on tbe wa1 to 
re covery b7 ttie ttn t.bla report ts publlttled, Gerry arx:I we send ocr best "1.s hes to you 
to speed this event. 

Hlghlt&ht or tbe eventng was a re scU~ troc sevi:ral ortglnal scr tpta l'lhtch hacl 
been r eutured ln the s.B.L. innual, IMDt7 )'85'8 ago. 1be Blake enthusiasts were 
naturall.y Tell' interested tn these tr easures am felt It was a real scoop t cr them to 
haw such re.re ltem.1 at the ~otlng . 

11er:t>crs were grc at).y dtsap po lnted to lenm t.hot th e second ts.sue or the Club 
ire.goztne due t.o have been publi shed last month, was not natlabte, due t o prod uct ion 
dU ft cUltles. RO'l'le'fer, Syd Smyth hopes the se •111 be IJ'fereolil!: "lthln a week or two 
arxS copte s should be availab l e at tbe next meet.In@ :.o be held on Movect>er 17th. Any 
overs eas tolJc. wishing to secure a copf ma:, do s o by ordering direct rrom 8Jc1 SUJ;ytb ot 
1 Br-andon Street Q Clovell,y - cost ts II- (English) per copy nn:1 this lnclude s postage, 

4 d i scussi on ,ms then held on the ruw re progr,:i.moo o r th!: clUb anc1 lt was decided 
that next month's oee ttng b& devoted to plmn lng Md t or thJs P\K'POSe .1 root1 Ja to be 
e~ed at th e Y.t1.c.A. t or t he Navecber get tog ether . tt was ntso decided that In 
view ot th e most enjoYabl c ICM parti es :mel!tlers bad .shared In t.lle past, a similar 
arronge imnt M>Ul.d be made ror thts yvar. 

Heetlng close<! a t 8 p..o. by lllhtch time e"ll:17ooe had worn our their vo ice -
bles sed stlence reigned nt Cahlll•s. 

s. P.m: - secr.taiy. 

~~3$.~.-~~·~~·~;~ ·~~·9~~·~~ ·~·~·~~·~·~:·~·~~·.~: . 
1126, 1129, 1133. ~ - to, 52, 134, 136, 138, 1~, 195, 205, 2J8, zn. :,,,a, }19, 
}25 , }1~4, .}l6, 31p.~ s}. m, 3~ . 386, 388, 389, llX>, 41,. 417, "69, 119, 752, m. Bo<J, 8.l4, 818, 850, 862, 86,, 86s, 866, 8(,6, 900, 921, 924, !laS, 935, 9'6 , 9ii0, 9142 
9li5. 944, ~ . 9'8, 955, 9513, 965, 967, 968, 996. ~: }70, 385, 390, 396, )96, 
162, 455, z.61, 11,6, 47". Bcores or Magnets, Cem, ~r exchange - or ~ ~lee 
pa i d t or good lilOterlol. ERIC FAYNE, EXCUSI<:fi tlX.6.E, GROVE ROAD, Bm.BIT'Clf, som£Y. 

,,,,,,, ... . . ... .... .. ..... .. .... ,_ ...... . ., ,,, •,>O,,•<•"''°"'"••H N<O• ........ , .... ., .. ,m,..,.,,.,., , ....... ......... ....... H•O'O' '"'""'' ' "''"'' ''" ''"''- •HNO ....... . ... ~.,, ............ .,, .... ,. , .. ...... ........ .. 

~: BlllY Bmter Books , &mt.er • s Owns, Goldha.C Tom Herry Books , Toe Nerry 
liiriual's. D. BROOl'J3, I/) WWJKXEE ROAD, BEI:KDIRAtl, KENT'• 
., ,., .,,,. ,HON-O'N ' '"""'"•, -H,.,, ... ,_ , ,,. ,,, ........ ..... . .... ... ,., , ,,,., .. .... , .... No ... , .......... . ...... ,, ... , ...... ... .... . ........ . ....... . .... ... ........ , .,.., .. ,., ........ ... .... .. ,, ..... ................ .... .. . 

'THE ST, J IH•S PCRTRAI T GAUER'P - by tecrge Sellars. 
IN COUJX:TOOB• DICEST kNHUAL COl' 1960. 

BlliINUElt COI.LECTCR wants pr e-1930 tbton Jacks, Nuggets, Rockets , Trtwq>h.s , Boys 
Mag.oztnes, Re8lt1S, Friends, Heralds, Le3ders, Sport :RI Adventures , Footboll Favourttes • 

.... c tve .. d.et a tl s , .prtces "8lted . ....... JOHN .. KIHO, ,7 .t-'HIU: RART' .LANE, .. t.aroON, .. N. 22 . .......... ._ ............ . 

1 00 YOU RDfl1BER71 - by HARTIN 'MfaWI. 
IN CCUD:ro!S• D!ClllT IJOIU1L tor 1960. 

'fU YFt.L PI.RCl>IEF - fU'I tn clever verse by Tom. Hopperton . 
1N OOLJ..E.CraUJt DICEST AllftW.. fer 1960. 
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1)ours Sincerely 
( ll<TtRF1;1'1tl) lt'Eltl flla1 M: EDITOR'S IET'ml~) 

RHOOA WIWD'I:! {Egham) I s t ll l have a tull-lefl8th portr ai t or sexton Blake , ISstled 
about 30 yc~ s ,:,go In U'llon Jack. It ts a., good as the da, I bOU.ght It , rrr I had It 
tr amed 7ean ago. I liked Blak e and Tl nker •s adventures tn t.hc rtrs t world war, n1 I 
reDCCber 1'hen Bl~ e ttrs t t ook ftnk er as hls assistant . Re picked him up orr Ult stree t. 

(ttrs. Wlllmtt has r ead Sexton Blake•s adl'entures tor SO years . A 'fllOOder tul record, aro 
we hope that she will enjoy reOOtng or th e great detective f or many years t o come .... Ed. ) 

1='\~~Efn~~~!~~1~t ~ ~~~\~o~ =h:~~ o~~ ~!:~:,aoo I 
cover (OCtober ) ts a reel gem. Be ha., the r ight Idea about we readers and our worttaday 
11re. 

:ings~!n\;~~~~. ~D~~!rg!!!z!e~~e~ S:t~~te~l~~: ~~~~~5:.es:O ~~4:~ 
tor ex>ni? One dissentlen t not e: I d isagree wltll renders m o Uke t.lle !I ner prin t . I 
"as never ooe t o advocate tor unnece:1sary eye-strn tn, and I think Ule regular ~ Just 
perf ect , ard "e should s t ick to th at . I hope others agree with r.e and ltfe s tJck to otr 
reguler type. 

(Secr es ot rt cders hove n:rlHen e.ppro?tng [be Stlaller cype. We have no tnten t loo of 
adopting lt entl rel.Y, but t ts use ln certain sections g ives YCJU tar great er r eading 
matter, as so liWlY r eaders hove been quick to approve. - r.ct.) 

F'REO C!UFFIN (New York) Ccl'lgr."!tul :itl ons, rather bel a t.ed, on that very tine ar ticle on 
~he July Dteest. I was thrilled b7 i t , es peelal lY by the irentl on ot Csstlebar , 
1'1\tch happens to be cy nat ive toN'l mere I had r::, earlY assoc l atl ons

1 
wi th the old bo7s• 

p<lt)ers. The newsagent •s shop you ts1tlon 1S cal led t,(Jnn•s. Could lr'be kept by a 
relation or F'ot.ty? 

BIU. HlBBAAD (r.enya) •Tol.lrs s lncere ]J"' an:1 • controvers i al' are going troti streng th to 
str ength . They have ir.ade t.he c.o . & r eal Uve-wtre little oo.per tul l or Int erest . I 
M.ve code o 5uggcst lon to the Secrctt'.r)" ot th e Lonck>n Club that lt N)Uld mke an 
lnterestlrw chr.nge tor t he Club to have a cee t~ Mlll e on a riv er or cano.l t rtp . J. 
l llllnch or smal l ste ,,oer might be hir ed , with lil!als ava ll abl e, tnd a reallY spl endid 
Bundey, l'IOUld, I reel, resul t. 

~:~~t~~~~~e~~J o~ ~~~i:eg=~ ~~n~~ :!e;~~~:S o~e~~d~t 
at th e tl?sd of the page In question , do You see fflat I see? .A 1915 GD1 cover by 11ac
donald, and t.he st ory waa •nte Jew of st. J lr.i' B". Ver)' cur ious, don 't you tbl'*1 

(We have ez.:::clned the ttagnet am ert t sec:ent m:i It appeors to us tbat Hr. Sell ers t a 
rl ght . It so , ,tiy oo earth did th e edttor ot t.h:1t tlae u.,e a Cea co?er t o Pd'fer tl se u,e 
Hagnet ? we taX!er l'tle ther It " as noted by any reader of that tlcc - are ~ ltJ years 
ago, - &a.) 

... _ ... ,. ·~-·~:=~~~ar:u,~ be~~t ~1~:t !~~ .. :~ ... ~:,~:~~:~.~: .. ~~:·~~: ... ~~~: ... ~.~ .. ~: .. ::~ 
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('nulnk.3 rr on1e. The c.o. Ss a bonnY, bouncing yow,gste r, and has no Intention or going 
W)der • - Ed., ) 

~n'!:~:1~~~s!e:~~ tb; ::: ~~1~!';=~\!~ ~~·=/13:~ • 
•Bet~ at Hol).Jhodt House.• 

(Has sn)'body a copy ot No. 333 to lom u.s, ~o tJ\ot we can assess Its poss tbtlttl es tc.
reproductl on? You, Blll , w-111 enjoy Ot to t1aurer 1s wondertu l article ... plua two pages 
or p ictur es • on YJ.-r. In the Annuol • F.d.) 

~~fa=~~ ~e:1~1g:.e~i::*be~an ~ ~~~~l~~s~~r~~t s~~~ :/~ de .. 
p ktl ng sc~nes troc Greyrrtars. I ca1 only rec:iemt>er see t '* t f!O different cardS - ooe 
shCMlng Btlly Bunt..?r llll1 th e otb ~r Fisher T. f'1dl. Tbe card., ..ere e1eerl.y the "°"' or 
th e tfegnet artist or tho.t per iod. CBI'\, eny r eader reJ?embcr myth Ing about them1 

~ (Homehurch ) Bob Whlt.er •s Oet ot>er eo•er ts excellent. Well done, Bobl 

£;!~F C:!ry,1~s~ve.U:'~ :::1~~~~- lt ke tbe Controwrstal sertes, BOO one or 

!!Q!!!LQQ£!!!! (Sl.x%bury) 1 IIllSt oongr atu l at.e 70U m the hlgh st andard Yllhleh th e Dige s t 
Ms matnt n lned throughout th e )'ear". E.specl oll.)r good was th e ar-i tcl e Walter Webb d Jd , 
dealtng wi th the Sexton Blake Lltrory 1111ltch was a matl:X)th wort for an ei::et.eur n:egaztne 
and DJch apJ)NCl .nted by Ill! . Your 3l euth , 8111 Lorts , t s al"SJS or gr eat tnte rcs t t.o 
oe - aetu.:>.11)' I m n1"318 more tn t eres t ed 1n the 3..lt bors than th e ator tea.. 

Notur.:>.ll.y enoogh I am a gr eor. ran or f'ril1k Rte.hards, especl.3117 Cireyrrtars an:I 
Rodcwood, but, Clare I a~ ti, Nelson Lee always le ft zoo co ld. I Ju.st oou.ldn•r. stMd 
Randy lfl.o olwa,s rulnect the nortes fer rre. I am now a sw:>scr tber t.o IOloct~r. so m:, 
neW3QRent probabl.y' assumes that Cl" rtve-ye ar old sm t s tllktng tin Interest t n tbe more 
' .xl.ll t' ty pe ot coclc. 

At a te nder age, t d t sc:overed Cireyrr iars by bUYtng a ttagnet Kl.ldl con tai ned tho.C 
WOOdert\Jl ser tes denl tng wt th Xmas at HOIJlewrer Towa-s. Prom 1hat r.tmo onl'IBl"ds, I read 
tile ~t , Gen tllld s . o.L . wtth tb e Rarwer sBJ HoUdaY lnnuals thrCWl ln fer good measure. 

p 
I t:1dlY1~·~~~ed I~ ·:~n~i:e~i~~~ ~1~r.erui-t,~~. theTh~t~~t~!:r!~~ '84°!'~ ~~e:t, 

or a L£incly He.'.1Ul1 .:ind No. 85 •1be Robber, or the Dead". Bat:l! chnr9cters - Dr. BrJJlClle 
aid CrM-scrcen, ch ter or Bow Stre et runners . ~ .se Al.dine a tortes have apparently 
been repr tnte<I tor sooe years , tor tM: f irst I f cund was ln •Bun• Deeeliber , 1956. I t 
t s odd tor I th ougti thot Ne.., e,ts"hs:t the copyright for th e Aldtn e papers. 

( ell, tro01 or F'ate l It st r ike s us t ha t ther e ts a !!Kral s01mllbere tn thi s repr inting 
ot ~h Tery old stories .... F.d.) 

'N'Q DID IN SIC~ ... by Eric Payn e . 

""'" "" "'""'""" """" """"-" """'"""""""" "'·-'-""""".""""" IN_ C<LILCl'OI\S• "DIGEST AMNUl,L "r or 1960 . ........ - .... . 
•THE TAGS CF HANILTONJANA• ... b¥ Tom Hoppen.on S1XI. (',erry Allison 

IN' COu.EC?ORSt 0(GE3T ANNUAL t or 1960. 

nl!; CREAflll! AllNUAL IN 1RE ll)<UD -
COUECTORS1 DIGF.sT ANNlJA.L f er 1960. 
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"WILLIAM AND 'll:"E OLD BOYS" 

(The Wil li81!1 book.e first appeared way back in the ear l y "twenties," 
and they have been appearing at regular intervals ever since. Sure ly 
a ll of us regard Richcal Crompton•s J.imnc,,,tal "WilliBl!l" as one of the 
most delightful creati ons in Old Boys' literature. Mias Crompton has 
been l oyal to one publisher . - Newne~s : All of the William sto rie s 
have been il lus tr ated by the incomparable Thomas Henry. The early 
wn i;_,.,. s tories wore a feature of the "The Happy Mog, • but William has 
enjc: ,,.d stiff -cover statll8 for nearly fort y years. With the passing 
of time, there has been a subtle change in t he stories , The earlier 
books, though entrancing for youngsters , seemed to be vr i tten about 
boys, ! or adult coll8Umption. In more recont ti1'"'s, they seem to be 
a.il:>ed more directly at the juvenile mnrket. But, whether old or new, 
t ho William tales make delightfu l reading far the young in heart . Our 
con t::-:.buto r, Artlrur Moyse, imagines Will ism and ;ds Outlaws at tending 
a meet;r .g of ta, London O.B.B.C. - Ed.) 

Will iam stirred in his cha ir. Ile had eaten, run he vw, bored, 
and hb uaual contempt !or adult s vas beginning to show itself . In a 
whispe.- t hat rose shrill above the noisy convere ation in t he crowded 
ro om he demanded of Doµglas: "llben are t hey coming?". 

Dougl as , who wcs finishin& the lnst of hiB oo1a, , shot William a 
look of prim warning, for Dougl.ns was a boy who believed that it vas 
necess ary at times to compromiao vi th the illogical convent i ons of the 
wocld of hiB el ders . But William's ire was not arouaod and, though a 
kindly boy, he had no uao for social COIIVWltions. 

Ile turned to a gentleman in n clerical collar and demanded; 
'When nre thay coming?" 

"\Ibo?" asked th o cler ic, gi'f'in8 Willi OI?l a beni;in smile, 
"The Ol d Boye!" Willi sm r eplied. 
The cl er i c turned to Ginger and in a tr ouble d voice asked, "Hov 

did you boys com to be here?" 
"We vua invi t ed," said Henry , ''Wi lliam's brother , Robert , knows 

Mr, Fayne , • 
The cle ric cas t a sad l ook at Eric Fayne, who, unconsc i ous of the 

s itutati on , vas guiding William ' s si ste r, Ethel, to t he door. 
Wil liam, vho hc.d sat silent durir,g this bri ef discussiot1 , e.gaitl 

demanded in a raucous voice: "When are the Old Boye coming on?" 
The sharJl)8se of Willillm' s voice sent the ro om into silence and 

t ho only sound t hat br okB it vas tho tearing of cloth as Jumble, ]Jting 
iil a Citc l e of brokl!ln calm, chewed a chair cover. The owner of the 
?.~ _cover stoii_w .in ,_the .. collecU.~ o! _pl at es .. ,!llld,.,p ed.,dOJ'kq ,and .... 
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dumbly at Jumble. 

A ple asant young man came from 8Cl'OBS the room and standing 
over Wil l iom said: "Vo'l'e the Old Boys," 

Will iom was 11 boy vi th 11 strongly developed eenoo of logic Md 
11 passionate beli ef in element llrY justice, Tile whol e situs ti on s eemed 
to hin to be nothing more or l eas thrul an i ll -ti.med joke, and William 
doteated adult jokes , fo r t 'iey alwcye appeared to him to be comple tely 
pointless . 

"You are~· he cr ied , nM ri sing to his feet and with his 
voice growing l ouder Iii t h every word he pointed hie fin8e r into t he 
silent compony, "You're not boys, not even Old Boys. I t' s 11 swll, 
and you could all go to prison llD • be bung for lllBl:ing people coco here 
when you sllid you WllS going to show Old Boys." 

The pleasant young man said , "My name :la Bob Whiter, What is 
your ntll!le?" 

William gave the young moo n l ook of unconcealed cnntempt ond 
the young mon blushed nnd oorged into t he silent crowd. Mr. Pnckmnn 
made his YO// townrds Wil linm , and in o kindly but strnined voice 
said , "We collect Old Boy' s Books". 

"Then where are tho Ol d Boys you collect t hem fo r ?" domnnded 
William. "If there ' s nc Old Boys, then you 're all crooks nn• you con 
go to pri son nn • be hung cos people who go around soying thnt t hey 
coll ect for Old Boye when there's nc Ol d Boys, ore like burgl.Llrs ond 
murdorere Md, nod, •••• " Willinm 's knowledge of crime and criminals 
boo exhouetod i t eelf ofte r t hese two categories , but be YBS never one 
t o le t subj ect mnt te r dete r hin once his imagination hlld take n hold 
of him. "They hung pir ates at the yard om ooa they used to sink 
ships and steal bullion and cnke people wnlk the pl<lnk nnd I bet if 
the police knew yru wua going 1 round eoying you wua coll ecting f or 
Old Boys they ' d take you awny and put you on a ship Bll 1 I bet they'd 
hru,g you fro m th e ynrd arm cos it's like stealing to eay you collect 
for Old Boye when you don 't ~Ave t::r~.· 

Willinn , bre ath l een , gnzed in triumph nt hie s ile nt hosts Slld n 
plllintive voice finally could be beard whispering: "What ever !!llldo 
Er ic in vite t hem?" 

"William ' s Robert •n brother an! he wc.s invited by Mr. Fnyne" 
sta t ed Dougl os , nod he f inally fini shed the l ast of his coke. 

During tho whole of William• s orntion the Outla ws hnd oot in 
sile nt ndrJiration of t he ir lesd or, nod now that Willi am wna sitti~ 
book e:z:hausted in bis chair , they fol t it was up to them to cOll8 to 
b:is aid, An i renic voice murmured, "Hooray fo r Eric , " and Mr, Fey,» 

.. be€'ln .. W .. ffi:tef!J; .,f'!9)>l.y,.nnd ,. W,)llUtwr, ""li9W .. cij,d,,.,I .,.knox?" .................... ,_,, ........... .. 
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Willilllll hlld now regn1ned his st re ngth, llDd rising to hie foet 

ogtdn he motioned to the Outlaws to do the s!lEB. JllClble roae ofter a 
fi.Ml tear at the chair cover and with o cheerful wig of his tail left 
the circle of brolmn colm. William and the Outlan · made t heir way 
throug h the silent circle of people into the street. 

"It was " sviz," snid Willia,, "and they're lucky ve don't tell 
tho police, getting poople to come and see Old Boya when they don• t 

~~· l lie picked up " atick from the povem nt, 8nd oa they lll!l1'Ched Ill.orig 
he rattled it across th e roiling& of the houaee. An elderly "'""'"' 
topped on her window with frustrated fury but the Outlne were too 
happy to earn, llillillm threw the stick lll.ong t he road for a barking 
JU!!lble to cho.ae , 

"The cake YQBU 1 t bed, YOB it?" ooid Douglas. 
11111.illlll throught this onr and tt..n, with a grin, eaid "No, the 

cnke YQS all rig ht ." 
They chnaed the barking JUllble lllong too rood unt il they cll"'8 to 

" breathless halt, 
"Gosh! I bet Mr, Fayne and Robert have " row when thoy meet!" 

snid Willilllll. 

* 
** * *..:::...**** ,._ 

* 
Special Reminder Nut Month 

Collectors• Disest 

GRAND CHRISTMAS N UMBE R 

Speci al Christilas editions of ell our uw&l features. 
Packed vi th aeascnable 1 tems from cowr to cover. 

Specia l Christmas Pictures, 
Watch f or our UNUroAL CHRISl'MAS COVER to touch your beart-etl-inge. 

A Deocber to re•mber. 

* * * * * 
THE HERI.OCK SHOU!ES STORIES. Novel feature. 

In COLIECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL tor 1960 

* • * * * 


